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2015 MDSTA Membership Meeting 
 

 
The general membership meeting took place May 12, 2015 on the campus of 
Lawrence Tech University in Southfield gathering together MDSTA members, 
mini-award winners and awardees and other teachers, friends and families. 
 

 
 
Welcome 
Members were welcomed to the event by MDSTA 
secretary Barbarose Syrian and light refreshments 
provided through the work of Connie Eisenhart, 
MDSTA treasurer and science teacher at Guardian 
Angels Academy.  Participants socialized and enjoyed a 
relaxed conversation in the company of other attendees. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
The 

current MDSTA President Cassandra Cayce (retired 
science teacher from Detroit Public Schools), served as 
the master of ceremonies.  She welcomed everyone 
participating to this annual event and called for the board 
of directors to introduce themselves to the membership. 
In attendance were also: Erica Ballard, David Bydlowski, 

Pamela Callaway, MDSTA executive director, Kim Finley, Margaret Griffin, Arlene Hicks, Debbie Peters, 
Marilyn Rands, Valentina Tobos and Kelvin Wise.  The program continued with a series of short 
presentations and commenced with one designed by 
Erica Ballard, board of directors member at large and 
MSTA liaison.   
 

It’s Not Rocket Science by Erica Ballard 
 
 
You can contact Erica Ballard board of directors 
member at large and MSTA liaison at 
msemballard@yahoo.com  
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Picture Perfect Science by David Bydlowski 
It was my pleasure to present “Picture Perfect Science” at the MDSTA Award Ceremony on Tuesday, May 
12, 2015.  I decided to present “Picture Perfect Science” because it is has been a focus of my professional 
development presentations during the 2014-2015 school year.   
 
“Picture Perfect Science” is a series of books written by Karen Ansberry and Emily Morgan.  The series 
includes: 
Picture Perfect Science for Grades 3 – 6 
More Picture Perfect Science for Grades K-4 
Even More Picture Perfect Science for Grades K-5 
You can learn more about the series by visiting: 
http://www.pictureperfectscience.com 
 
Each book in the 
series contains 18 – 
20 science lessons.  
Each lesson builds 
on two children’s 
picture books to 
teach science with 
embedded reading 
comprehension 
strategies to help 
students learn to 
read and read to 
learn while 
engaged in inquiry – based science.  Each lesson cycles through the 5E Instructional Model: Engage, 
Explore, Explain, Elaborate, and Evaluate. 
 
During the presentation I shared the lesson “Name That Shell!”  After a short description about the entire 
lesson, we did the engage activity.  During the engage activity, each person received a seashell.  Participants 
then made observations, both quantitative and qualitative, about their seashell.  I then read the book 
“Seashells by the Seashore,” written by Marianne Berkes.   
 
Hopefully during this short presentation, participants learned that a key concept in biology is the 
classification of living things. 
 
 
You can contact David Bydlowski Michigan Coordinator—Science Matters Network, MDSTA Web 
administrator and Wayne RESA liaison at bydlowd@resa.net  
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The Straw Whistle by Marilyn Rands 
Objective:  Demonstrate the relationship between wavelength and 
pitch. 
Supplies: Straw, Scissors 
Procedure: 
1. Unwrap the straw. 
2. Flatten one end of the straw. The easiest way to do this is to use your teeth. 
3. Clip the corners of the straw as shown in the diagram below. 
4. Practice blowing into the straw until you can make it “whistle”.  Think of the straw as a recorder. 
5. When you are “expert” at the play the whistle, quickly clip the straw while blowing. 

You can contact Marilyn Rands board of directors member and emeritus associate professor of physics at 
Lawrence Tech University at mrands@ltu.edu  

 
Mini-awards Presentation by Pamela Callaway 
The 2015 Mini Grant Award Winners are three MDSTA teachers:   

 Ms. Monica Faerber requested funds to acquire Science Kits and was awarded $450.00 

 Ms. Erika Lee’s proposal was for a field trip to Imagination Station in Toledo and was presented 
with a check for $500.00. 
 

 Ms. Puja Mullins’ application included $500.00 to acquire a set of notebooks for STEM instruction. 
Ms. Mullins was able to attend the meeting and she spoke to the group about how she was able to use 
the grant money for her students. 
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Using Tablets in STEM Classes by Puja Mullins 
 
I am the Elementary English Language Learner teacher for my district and I have a strong passion for cultivating 
future scientists and mathematicians.  To that end, I teach afterschool STEM classes as part of my building’s 
enrichment program. I noticed that my students are quite tech-savvy and very engaged when we have technology 
components in our lessons. So I really wanted to find ways to allow them more purposeful access to technology in the 
work that we do. Being able to use the grant funds to purchase 3 tablet computers was a game changer! 

I was able to teach a 3D Printing and Design class this year. My students used Tinkercad which is an open source 3D 
design software based on CAD. The app was readily available to be used on the tablets. My students were able to 
practice basic design actions such as scaling, resizing, grouping objects as well as customizing using letters and mirror 
movements.  It is quite exciting to be able to manipulate the design on a tablet and it makes revising the design much 
more comfortable because of the touch-screen. The students were able to create and print 3D models of personalized 
name tags, rings as well as videogame/show characters as a final exhibition project.  

The Samsung tablets were also powerful in action with my intervention groups of English Language Learners. Often 
my students are incredibly interested and advanced in scientific and engineering concepts, but lack adequate English 
communication skills when completing typical assignments. In such situations, allowing them to use technology as a 
means of communication and enrichment for their understanding, was really beneficial in boosting motivation. Some 
grade levels were studying landforms and weather in various regions and were able to create bilingual brochures 
reporting their research using MS Publisher. The younger grade levels have been studying animals and plants. They 
were able to use the tablets to take pictures of their carnation “stem” experiment, use a whiteboard app to “draw” their 
pre and post experiment ideas. The tablets can also be used to make mini-movies using video clips that students 
recorded when interviewing each other during peer share. Another student was also able to use the tablet to record his 
experiment data using Educreation to note dimensions prior to water and wind erosion, as well as after erosion 
occurred.  

Overall, the tablets have been incredibly useful in both the STEM class as well as for students engaging in scientific 
and engineering activities to support language acquisition. The tablets are portable which is helpful when we are 
designing and revising. There are many ways of capturing data and recording ideas individually and within groups, 
which is helpful when 
activating prior experiences 
and dealing with 
misconceptions. Because the 
tablets could switch between 
apps and a traditional desktop 
mode, students were able to use 
a variety of new educational 
apps as well as conventional 
editing programs to create 
projects that showcased their 
learning.  
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Designing a Chair by Debby Peters 
Thinking of a different engineering puzzle for your students?  Challenge your students to construct a full 
size chair using only corrugated cardboard.  This project uses problem solving, art, math, scientific 
principles, and technology to design and construct three scaled models of a chair.  I presented the following 
challenge to my 8th grade students: 

Challenge:  To design and build a chair from cardboard and present to a team of professional engineers 
Specifications: 

 All chairs must be made from the corrugated cardboard provided by Mrs. Peters (teachers can 
acquire cardboard for free if you contact a packaging facility and ask for the discards) 

 You will be given than two sheets of cardboard to construct all parts of your final chair 
 No adhesives or non-cardboard “connectors” of any type may be used to make or assemble 

your chair 
 The chair must have a “back” for sitter to rest against 
 The chair must support a person of at least 100 pounds in normal use 
 Each team may spend no more than $20.00 for any additional decorations, a cost sheet must be 

given to the judges detailing any additional items added to the chair 
Presentation: 

 Competition date is March 6,  
 Each team will prepare an – 8-10 minutes PowerPoint presentation to describe the process that 

the team went through to get to the final product 
 Include details of the manufacturing specifications of your chair, including: 

o Type of chair? Office, dining, lounging, etc. 
o What materials would it made out of? Wood, plastic, upholstered, etc. 
o Price Point? 
o Dimensions, weight capacity   

The judges looked for the following criteria: 
Form and Function 

 Ergonomically comfortable 
 Aesthetically Pleasing  
 Cleverness & Craft of Details  
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Structural Integrity 
 Does the chair wobble or sway from side to side?  
 How does the chair respond when occupied?  
 What types of joints are used?  
 Are the joints strong?     

Scientific Explanations   
 Did they explain tensile strength or compressive strength?      
 Did they identify and explain the center of gravity for their chair?   
 Research of chairs evident    
 Did they show their orthographic   projections?     
 If the designed changed from any previous models, can they explain why 

 
 
You can contact Debby Peters board of directors membership registrar at djapeters@gmail.com   

 
Group Activity – Launch a 
Helicopter by Marilyn Rands and 
Cassandra Cayce 
Launching a toy helicopter brought the group 
up to compete “fiercely” for the leaderboard 
and for the coveted prize of two MDSTA 
inscribed caps. 
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Ellen Daniels-Jones Distinguished Service Awards  
by Pamela Callaway 

A devotion to children and learning… those words describe this 
phenomenal woman.  She was extremely dedicated to education and 
professional in all her endeavors.  Ellen Daniels-Jones (1942-2007) began 
her teaching career in the Detroit Public Schools System as a teacher in 
1964, teaching in elementary and high school before leaving the classroom.   
She served as a science department head in 1987, and moved into the 
position of Science Curriculum Supervisor in 1994 where she continued to 
serve until her untimely passing.   
Ellen prized learning.  As a student at the Alger Elementary School, her love 
for science and mathematics were nurtured and developed.  Ellen 
matriculated through the Detroit Public Schools, graduating in 1960 from 
Northwestern High School.  Ellen’s love for learning continued in college, 
where she received her Bachelor of Science degree from Michigan State 
University in 1964 and a Master of Education degree from the University 
of Michigan in 1976.   
If you knew Ellen, you were keenly aware of her dedication, love, and 
untiring efforts to remain at the forefront of emerging techniques to provide 
the very best in classroom instruction for the students of the Detroit Public 
Schools.  Ellen attended conferences and workshops across the state. She 
was passionate about education, devoting more than 40 years to the Detroit 
Public Schools.  She mentored teachers in other districts.  In 2004, she was 
presented with the MDSTA “Distinguished Service Award” in recognition 
of her outstanding and selfless devotion to the association, where she also 
served as Executive Secretary.  She also enjoyed memberships in the 
Michigan Science Teachers Association and the National Science Teachers 
Association.   
The Metropolitan Detroit Science Teachers Association recognizes the 
values, dedication and leadership of teachers who exhibit these qualities by 
awarding “The Ellen Daniel Jones Distinguished Service Award”, in honor 
of this phenomenal woman. 
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Paul Klozik and Dr. Michael Suckley  
2015 Ellen Daniels-Jones Distinguished Service 
Awards  
 
MDSTA  member  Arelen  Hicks  (top)  introduced  the  Service 
Awardees for 2015: Dr. Michael Suckley and Dr. Paul Klozik 
Dr. Michael Suckley has over 45 years of teaching experience at 
middle, high school and university level, Professor at Macomb 
Community College for Physical and Environmental Science. Is 
involved in development and workshop presentations of 
instructional materials and educational projects 
 
Mr. Paul A. Klozik has over 45 years of teaching experience at 
the high school level, Community College and is a workshop 
leader.  Introduced and promoted Science Olympics at Sterling 
Heights high school.  Developed and taught courses that are 
interrelated between Physics, Mathematics, Environmental 
Science, Computers, Research, and IDS. 
Adapted from http://www.sciencescene.com/ June 2015 
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The evening ended with a fun raffle lead by Kelvin Wise and Cassandra Cayce and closing remarks were 
given by Pamela Callaway and Cassandra Cayce. 

 

 

 

 

 
A Word from MDSTA President 
 
Dear Colleagues, 
 
As the 2014-2015 school year draws to a close, I would like to leave you with this parting thought, adapted 
from The Starfish Thrower by Loren Eisle: 
A young man is walking along the ocean and sees a beach on which thousands and thousands of starfish 
have washed ashore. Further along he sees an old man, walking slowly and stooping often, picking up one 
starfish after another and tossing each one gently into the ocean. 
"Why are you throwing starfish into the ocean?" He asks 
"Because the sun is up and the tide is going out and if I don't throw them further in they will die" 
"But, old man, don't you realize there are miles and miles of beach and starfish all along it ! You can't 
possibly save them all, you can't even save one tenth of them. In fact, even if you work all day, your efforts 
won't make a difference at all". 
The old man listened calmly and then bent down to pick up another starfish and threw it into the sea. "It 
made a difference to that one" 
 
May you rest, reflect on the story, revitalize, rejuvenate and "rev" up for the 2015-2016 school year. 

Cassandra Cayce 

MDSTA president 
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Membership Benefits 

  

Apply for the MDSTA-Mini Grants:  

There are up to six mini-grants awarded annually based 

on applications.  Mini-grant requests can be written for 

up to $500.  To review eligibility and to apply, please 

visit: 

http://www.mdsta.org/mini-grants 

 

Nominate teachers for the MDSTA Outstanding 

Educator Award: 

To nominate for the Outstanding Educator Award, please 

visit: 

http://www.mdsta.org/awards 

 

Nominate an educator for the Ellen Daniel-Jones 

Distinguished Service Award:   

The qualifications for the Ellen Daniel-Jones 

Distinguished Service Award are leadership, service, 

and exemplary teaching for over 15 years.  To nominate 

a teacher for this award, please send an email to MDSTA 

Board Membership Registrar Debby Peters at: 

djapeters@gmail.com 
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2015 Joint Science and Math Conference 
 

 

Would you be interested in being a presenter?  We are 
emphasizing hands-on and across grade levels presentations.  
Currently, we are still very interested in K-8 science topics.  If you 
have successes and experiences that you like to share, we would be 
very happy to consider you as a presenter. If you have questions 
please contact conference presenter chairs Richard Strausz 
(arpees@aol.com) and Valentina Tobos (vtobos@ltu.edu) 
 

Are you an exhibitor?  The conference hosts an expo throughout the day. If you have questions 
please contact mdsta.exhibits@gmail.com  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

NEW LOCATION 
2015 FALL Conference 

 

Warren Cousino Senior High School 
30333 Hoover Road  
Warren, MI 48093 

Date: Saturday November 7, 2015 
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Science Surfing by Marilyn Rands  

Quadruple rainbow. 
Yes, the quadruple rainbow was real – a reflection rainbow.  An 
explanation is at this site: http://earthsky.org/todays-image/yes-the-
quadruple-rainbow-photo-is-
real?utm_source=EarthSky+News&utm_campaign=49b02395cf-
EarthSky_News&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_c643945d79-
49b02395cf-393995113 
 
Nepal Earthquake 
There are several good sites for the science of the Nepal earthquake.  
The following are ones that have a good summary.  The one from ISIS 
also includes a power point that can be used or modified for the 
classroom.  
Earth Sky:  http://earthsky.org/earth/the-science-behind-the-nepal-
arthquake?utm_source=EarthSky+News&utm_campaign=1ac6825dd9-
EarthSky_News&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_c643945d79-
1ac6825dd9-393995113.  
ISIS: http://www.iris.edu/hq/retm.  
 
Solar System Scope 
This is an animation of the solar system with relative size and 
movement.  Also shown are some of the major constellations. 
http://www.solarsystemscope.com/  
 
Physics cartoons by Sidney Harris 
Physics humor with emphasis on nuclear science: 
http://www.sciencecartoonsplus.com/gallery/physics/galphys2k.php 
 
Breaking the Sound Barrier 
A video of a F-14 Tomcat Fighter Aircraft “breaking the sound barrier.” 
http://www.solarsystemscope.com/  
 
Frequently Asked Questions About Dihydrogen Monoxide 
Tongue in cheek information about dihydrogen monoxide (that’s water 
to non-chemists) 
http://www.dhmo.org/facts.html 
 
 
 
 

Disclaimer:  At the time this newsletter was assembled, these sites were 
active. 
 
Marilyn Rands is MDSTA board member and an emeritus associate 
professor of physics at Lawrence Technological University.  Contact: 
mrands@ltu.edu  

 

WANTED: 
Articles for 
Upcoming 

MDSTA 
Newsletters 

The Metropolitan Detroit 
Science Teachers 

Association wants to 
publish your articles in an 

upcoming issue of the 
newsletter.  We are 

interested in articles on 
various science and 

education topics that are 
appropriate for the Pre-K-

12 classroom.  Your 
favorite lessons, updates 

to sites for teachers or 
interactive lessons, 

conference participation 
and cool ideas for reading 
are just the beginning.  Let 

us know of upcoming 
events and we will share 

with the community! 

Send articles to 
Valentina Tobos at 

vtobos@ltu.edu  
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Free Online Training on Digital Dissection Software 
MDSTA members are offered personalized interactive online training on computer-based animal dissection 
software. The free training sessions will cover educational efficacy, economic benefits, ethical 
considerations and current laws and policies (including Michigan’s newly adopted dissection choice policy) 
regarding the use of animals in science education. Participants will gain hands-on experience with popular 
digital dissection software programs. Training is led by Samantha Suiter, a Science Education Specialist at 
People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals (PETA) who is a college biology instructor and member of 
HAPS, NABT, and NSTA. Please contact Samantha at SamanthaS@peta.org or 843-771-2394 to set up a 
training session. 
 

Race Car Mobile Science Lab  
Clarity Newhouse Racing is hosting a Race Car Mobile Science Lab that is currently available to come to 
your school this school year (2014-2015) or next school year 2015-2016. The lab is being reserved on a 
first come basis and dates are filling up fast.   This program includes hands-on fieldwork with a race car, a 
chance to talk to with the race car driver and interact with an auto service field expert. It also includes an 
optional kit for students to create their own mini race car.  
For more information about the program contact: Karen Matelic, Educational Program Manager, Clarity 
Newhouse Racing Email: Racing@ClarityNewhouse.com; Web: www.ClarityNewhouse.com 
 

Mixed Curbside Residential Recycling Myth Busters 
Over 130 schools in Wayne County were recognized as Green Schools, at the Wayne County Green Schools 
Recognition Ceremony at Wayne RESA.  Scott Green, of Waste Management, guest presenter at the 
ceremony, shared some thoughts about “rethinking how we recycle.”  Some basic tips are: 

 Keep your recyclables dry 
 Keep plastic bags out of your recycling 
 Keep foods out of your recycling 

I would encourage you to share the Mixed Curbside Residential Recycling Myth Busters: 
http://recycleoftenrecycleright.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/10/WM-MythBuster.pdf 
because times are changing and we need to do some re-teaching about recycling. (MI Science Matters) 
 

Crayfish Survey 
Kelley Smith is currently a master's student working on research with MSU and the MDNR concerning the 
potential invasion of crayfish species in Michigan. One of the species he is studying in particular is the red 
swamp crayfish (Procambarus clarkii). As part of his research he is looking at possible entry vectors for red 
swamp crayfish into Michigan's wetlands and waterways. He is aware that some teachers might use crayfish 
as teaching tools for scientific inquiry, ecology, biology, and sometimes as class pets. He would like to ask 
teachers a few questions regarding their use of crayfish in the classroom, or include questions in an already 
circulating survey? 
Questions might include: 
Do you use crayfish as a teaching tool in your classroom? 
What are the crayfish used for? 
What do you do with crayfish after they are used in the classroom? (Might include multiple choice options 
here) 
Where do you get your crayfish? 
Do you know what species of crayfish you use in the classroom? 
If you can help Kelley out, please email him at: smith.kelley9@gmail.com 
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LINKS 

SCIENCE ASSOCIATIONS 
MDSTA Home page: http://www.mdsta.org/ 
MDSTA Become a Member: 
http://www.mdsta.org/join-mdsta 
MDSTA Awards and Grants Applications: 
http://www.mdsta.org/member-benefits 
MSTA (State organization): www.msta-
mich.org 
DACTM (Mathematics): www.dactm.org 
MI – AAPT (physics): 
http://web.miaapt.org/home  
NABT (biology): http://www.nabt.org 
  
 

Important DATES 
Summer 2015: GLEP education primarily focuses on 
4th and 5th grade classes, although the program can be 
tailored to middle school or high school as well. Class 
size is limited based on grade — 4th and 5th grade 
classes can bring a total of 35 people, including 
students, teachers and no more than four chaperones. 
Grades 6 and higher are limited to 25 people total.   
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/GLEPspring15Wa
yne 
 
June 20:  In celebration of the hard work you have put 
in throughout the school year, the Michigan Science 
Center is pleased to announce that Ford Motor 
Company will be sponsoring a FREE Family Day on 
June 20. All guests will receive free general admission, 
including access to their hands-on exhibits and live 
shows.  With an educator ID, teachers will receive a 
free gift in the front lobby. Teachers can also to enter 
to win a field trip for next school year http://www.mi-
sci.org/events/ford-family-free-day/ 
 
Monday, June 22 - Thursday, June 25, 2015 from 
7:30am to 4:30pm (four full days); place: Two 
workshops will be held simultaneously-Ludington 
Intermediate School District in Ludington, MI and 
Macomb Intermediate School District in Clinton Twp, 
MI. COST: $500 per person. Each person will leave 
with a fully functioning, self-built rapid prototype 
machines for classroom or club use. Space is limited 
at each site to 16 participants (8 teams). Team 
members should be from the same district or ISD. 
Instruction, materials, lunches and morning coffee are 
included in the workshop all four days. Travel, lodging, 

and other meals are the responsibility of participants. 
SCHECHs may be available.  
Apply:  https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/IAM3D20
15 
 
June-July: Michigan Modeling Workshops.  To 
register, please visit: 
http://www.mimodelinginstruction.org/apply.html 
 
June-July: Check out this awesome workshop on 
computational chemistry, that will take place June 15 
– July 10, 2015!  Learn how the real chemists draw 
and compute chemical compounds through computer 
modeling.  You will get free access to the program use 
at Hope.  Participants are accepted on a first come, 
first serve basis. To register, go to: 
 http://www.hope.edu/csi/mmworkshop/ 
 
July 17: Have you used green chemistry to make an 
impact in your school? If so, you may be eligible for a 
2015 Michigan Green Chemistry Governor’s Award if 
you have designed or implemented an innovative 
project. Nominations are due by July 17, 2015. View 
the full nomination packet at: 
http://www.michigan.gov/greenchemistry 
 
August15: NSTA is now accepting applications for 
the 2015–16 program year. U.S. science teachers who 
will be entering their second through fifth year of 
teaching and whose schedule includes a minimum of 
51% middle or high school science are encouraged to 
apply. NSTA Fellows—whose participation in the 
Academy this year is being funded by Lockheed 
Martin—receive a comprehensive membership 
package, online mentoring, and a variety of web-based 
professional learning activities. Fellows will also 
receive financial support to attend and participate in 
NSTA's 2016 National Conference on Science 
Education in Nashville, Tennessee. Please visit: 
http://www.nsta.org/academy/2015/FellowApplicatio
n.aspx 

August 28: Northrop Grumman Foundation is on a 
mission to get kids excited about science, technology, 
engineering, and mathematics (STEM), so they’re 
making five grants of up to $100,000 available to 
public middle schools for their very own fabulous 
school lab makeover. Please visit: 
http://www.fabschoollabs.com/learn-more/index.html 
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June 22-26: Visit the Detroit Zoo for an exciting five-
day Ecology Workshop, June 22-26, 2015. They'll 
explore how various systems have evolved over time 
into dynamic living habitats. Through specific 
examples of conservation work that the Detroit 
Zoological Society is involved in, you'll have hands-
on opportunities to learn about the complexity of 
ecosystems and how humans impact them. The course 
will be a combination of in-class work, field-work, and 
a trip to a restored brownfield site. You won't want to 
miss out on this unique opportunity to work with staff 
from the Detroit Zoo! 
This workshop is recommended for all classroom 
teachers and community educators, K - 12.  The 
registration fee is $75 which includes lunch each 
day.  SCECHs will be available for an additional fee. 
Class meets Monday through Friday, 9 a.m. – 3 p.m. 
To register, please visit: 
http://www.detroitzoo.org/education/professional-
development.  
 
July 19 – 25:  Transform Your Teaching of Biology 
Workshop, Michigan State University, East Lansing, 
MI.  Please visit: 
https://sites.google.com/site/biologytrainingacademyr
egion3/ 
 
July 27-31: As a teacher in the Great Lakes region of 
the U.S.: you might be interested in this free STEM 
Institute workshop to learn about the quality of Lake 
Erie. 
When: 27-31 July 2015 
Where: University of Toledo Lake Erie Center in 
Oregon, Ohio 
Who: Science, Mathematics, Technology teachers (for 
grades 5-12) 
Why: Become a GLOBE teacher 
Receive Professional Development on water quality 
observing techniques and science, geospacial 
technologies, and project-based science that are 
aligned with Ohio STEM content standards. 
Receive water testing equipement for your classroom. 
Contact GLOBE teacher Mikell Lynne Hedley, 
mikell.hedley@utoledo.edu for more information. 
 

August 15:  Deadline for new middle and high school 
teachers to apply for the NSTA New Teacher 
Academy.  Please visit: 
http://www.nsta.org/academy/ 
 
Sept. 30: Environmental education is important to the 
Michigan Association of Environmental Professionals 
(MAEP)! MAEP provides continuing education on 
current environmental issues by hosting Professional 
Development Meetings throughout the year for its 
members.   In addition to these educational initiatives 
for the practicing environmental professional, MAEP 
extends its environmental education initiatives to other 
areas, such as K-12 schools, community colleges, 
universities, and community organizations by 
awarding Environmental Education Grants. The 
Environmental Education Grants are funded by 
proceeds from the MAEP Annual Golf Outing. Each 
year, MAEP awards multiple grants. On average the 
MAEP grant fund has awarded $10,000 to $15,000 per 
year in grants. These grants are awarded for programs 
that provide environmental education through school 
curricula or through community groups and/or 
environmental organizations.  MAEP seeks to fully 
fund environmental education projects, therefore a 
typical grant is usually between $200 and $2,500.   
Grant recipients have used these funds to support 
practical applications to solve environmental problems, 
or to collect data to analyze and better understand 
environmental issues.  
 
The 2015 MAEP Grant application can be downloaded 
at: http://www.maep.org/grants.html 
 
 
 
Important Dates is an excerpt from the 
Michigan Science Matters Network. For a 
full list contact David Bydlowski Michigan 
Coordinator—Science Matters Network, 
MDSTA Web administrator and Wayne 
RESA liaison at bydlowd@resa.net  
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Upcoming Meetings 
ACS 

2015 Fall Meeting in Boston, MA, August 
16-20.   

Please visit: http://www.acs.org  
 

AAPT 
AAPT 2015 Summer Meeting in College 
Park, Maryland, July 25-28.  Please visit:  

http://www.aapt.org/Conferences/meetings.cfm 
 

MI-AAPT 
http://www.miaapt.org 

 
NABT 

NABT 2014 Professional Development 
Conference, November 11-14, 2015, Rhode 
Island Convention Center, Providence, RI.   

Please visit: 
 http://www.aapt.org/Conferences/meetings.cfm 

 
MSTA 

March 3-5, 2016: MSTA 63 Annual 
Conference Lansing  MI.  

Please visit: http://msta-mich.org   
 

NSTA 
March 12-15, 2016, Nashville, TN.   

For more information: 
http://www.nsta.org/conferences/ 

 
MDSTA 

Nov. 7, Cousino High School in Warren, MI    
For more information: 

http://www.nsta.org/conferences/  
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 Join the MDSTA Board of Directors Team! 
Are you interested in joining a team of dynamic professionals from the metropolitan area? Become more 
involved by considering being on the board of directors of the MDSTA.  We are looking for all levels of 
teacher education, from pre-school to higher education, and both teachers and administrators.  All 
professionals from the tri-county public, charter, or private schools may participate.  Home school 
educators are welcome. 
Submit your name and contact information to: 

Pamela Callaway, executive director  
pcallaway@gmail.com 

 
 

Liaisons NEEDED: we are looking for individuals that can play a liaison 

role between MDSTA and other local and regional teacher organizations such as: ACS, DACTM, 
MABT, MACUL, Michigan Science Center, MSELA, MSTA, MESTA, and AAPT.  Contact 
pcallaway@gmail.com if interested. 
 

 

Newsletter 
Consider sending articles, teaching materials, photos, student work and other science and general 
education information to be included in the MDSTA newsletter.  The letter is e-published during 
the months of February, June and October.  Any news should be sent to Valentina Tobos, MDSTA 
board member, newsletter editor.  An archive of recent newsletter can be found on our main web 
page at: www.mdsta.org, under the right tab named Member Benefits.  Please send all materials 
to Valentina Tobos at vtobos@ltu.edu   

 
Do you have a (science) picture you would like to share? The best entry  
picture will be featured in the next newsletter.  By submitting the picture  
you give MDSTA permission to publicize the photo in the MDSTA  
newsletter.  Please add a caption including location, general information  
on topic, etc.  
Send to Valentina Tobos at vtobos@ltu.edu   
We appreciate your input! 
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2015 MDSTA Board of Directors 

 

Pamela Bentley Callaway - Executive 
Director, Exhibits Co-chair 
Cassandra Cayce – President 
Connie Eisenhart - Treasurer 
Jermaine Evans – Past President 
Margaret Griffin – Exhibits Co-chair 
Arlene Hicks - Director                            
Debby Peters - Membership Registrar       
 

Marilyn Rands - Director                       
Barbarose Syrian - Secretary 
Valentina Tobos – Newsletter 
Editor                   
Kelvin Wise - Director 
Erica Ballard – Appointment at Large 
David Bydlowski - Web Administrator, 
Wayne RESA Liaison 
 

 
Remaining 2014-2015 scheduled meetings of the board  

  
Most meetings are held on the campus of Lawrence Technological University, Southfield 

June, 2015, New Term Planning Session 
 

The 2015-2016 schedule of meeting starts on 

Tue Sep 8 2015  
Tue Oct 13 2015  

 November Meeting (conference on the 7th) 
December Meeting TBD 

NOTE: MDSTA is working on moving our website to a new provider.  This might affect some 
email communication.  Membership will be informed on changes.  

 

 

 

 

 

NEW MAILING ADRESS 

Metropolitan Detroit  
Science Teachers Association 
22200 West Eleven Mile Road 

P.O. Box 111 
Southfield, MI 48037 

Email us at: vtobos@ltu.edu  


